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Stripped-Down General Fund Budget Introduced 
After Wholesale Tax Measure Dies 

A proposed 0.4 percent tax on wholesalers which was projected to add $58 million to  
the general fund failed to  gain enough support i n  the House February 16, 1984, and was 
withdrawn by i t s  sponsor. The measure was proposed by the Governor to beef up the general 
fuhd and permit some critically needed budget increases in  the general fund budget which 
totaled $532.7 million. 

After the defeat of the tax measure 
February 16, a second general fund 

budget was introduced which totaled 
$475 million. The $475 million budget FY 03-84 BUDGET UPDATE 
was derived by reducing the current 
budgets of al l  general fund agencies, 
including the courts, by three (3) per- 
cent. The current operating budget 
of the tr ia l  courts is $46.7 million. 
Under the new budget proposal, the 
tr ial court budget would be reduced 
to  $45.3 million, a $1.4 million decrease 
over this year's budget and a $2.5 
million decrease from the Governor's 
proposed general fund budget for 1984- 
8% 

After the action in  the House, 
the Governor's office issued the follow- 
ing statement to  al l  departments: 

"At the beginhing of this legislative 
session, Governor Wallace presented 
a budget that would meet the basic 
needs of the General Fund Agencies 
and provide for salary increases. He 
also proposed a funding measure to 
provide the revenue for these needs. 

"Today's action in  the House of 
Representatives clearly shows that 
although a majority of the legislators 
favor the increases in  the budget, 
they are not willing to  support the - Governor's proposed funding measure 0 to provide the money. I f  the legislature 
is unwilling to provide the funds, it 
wi l l  be necessary to  reduce the budget 

lContimed on Page 4 )  

"Despite concern over next year's budget, 
we must continue to  focus our attention 
on our current F Y  83-84 budget problems," 
said Allen Tapley, Administrative Director 
of Courts. "During the f irst three months, 
we were able to l ive within our monthly 
budget allocations. In  January, however, 
we overspent our monthly allocation by 
approximately $55,000. I f  this trend con- 
tinues, we could very well be $500,000 
over the amount allocated by the end of 
the fiscal year," cautioned Tapley. 

"We should not lose sight of the fact 
that, wi th the exception of the Judicial 
College, our current budget is the same 
as our FY 1982-83 prorated budget," said 
Tapley. "As you are aware, last summer 
we began fi l l ing some of our vacant posi- 
tions and granted retroactive merit pay 
increases to court personnel. This fiscal 
year, we have continued to  grant merit 
raises as they are due. These actions have 
increased our expenditures over the previous 
year and meah that we must continue 
to hold the line on the purchase of forms 
and supplies, the repair of equipment, 
and expenses associated with travel, postage, 
telephone, and jurors. In  other words, we're 
st i l l  not out ' of the woods in respect t o  
our current prorated budget. We must 
st i l l  find ways to reduce our expenditures," 
stated Tapley. 
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NEW JUDGESHIPS REQUESTED 

During budget hearings before  t h e  Jo in t  Commit tee  of the House Ways and Means and Sena te  
Finance and Taxation Commit tees  on January 18, Chief Jus t i ce  C. C. Torbert ,  Jr., alw request-  
ed  a to ta l  of eight new ci rcui t  judgeships for FY 1984-85. "For the f i r s t  t ime,  the s t a t e  cour t  
sys tem is  making one, consolidated request  for additional judgeships," said Torbert. " W e  have 
cri t ically assessed our judicial needs systemwide, and w e  have prioritized those  needs," Torber t  
told the commit tee .  The e ight  additional judgeships a r e  recommended in tk f9lloyjr)g ~rcJer :  
t w o  civil division judges, Birmingham; one domestic reldtions judge, Birmingham; one civil 
division judge, Birmingham; one family cour t  judge, Montgomery County; one  judge, Mobile 
County; one  judge, Lauderdale County; and one judge, Baldwin County. 

The Judicial  Study Commission endorsed t h e  need for  t h e  e ight  judges during i t s  annual 
meeting in Tuscaloosa in January. 

National Survey 
CITIZENS UNINFORMED ABOUT COURTS 

"The American public of 1983 is woefully uninformed about the operation of our q w r t s  
and t h e  people who preside over them. . ." This is the conclusion of a new national survey 
t i t led,  "The American Public, the Media, and t h e  Judicial System," which was commissioned 
by t h e  Hears t  Corporation. 

The Hears t  survey, which was conducted in the Summer of 1983, pravides a yardstick by 
which t o  measure the amount  of change which has taken place in the ievel of public awareness 
s ince  the Yankelovitch, Skelly and White survey which was  conducted fo r  the Nation81 Cente r  
for S t a t e  Cour t s  in 1977. According t o  Hears t  Corporation President and Chief Executive 

m 
Officer  Frank A. Bennack, Jr., l i t t l e  has changed since t h e  1977 report .  "Americans today 
st i l l  have serious misunderstandings about  some of our most basic legal  concepts  and the opera- 
tions of our judicial system ... things have not  go t t en  better," said Bcnnack. 

Among the findings of the survey a r e  t h e  following: 

a 50 percent  of t h e  American public d o  not understand or apprecia te  t h e  legal concept  
of innocent until proven guilty. 

49.9 percent  of t h e  respondents who claimed t o  have served on juries said that 
it was  up t o  the person accused of a c r i m e  t o  prove his innocence. 

Of the th ree  branches of government,  the respondents f e l t  leas t  informed about  
t h e  courts. 

55 percen t  incorrectly believe t h a t  if someone is found innocent of a cr ime,  the 
state c a n  appeal the case. 

a 77 perceht  incorrectly believe t h a t  every decision made by a state c o u r t  c a n  
b e  reviewed and reversed by the U.S. Supreme Court ,  

45 pe tcen t  believe t h a t  a dis t r ic t  at torney's  job is t o  defend a n  accused criminal 
who cannot  af ford  a lawver. 

Only 35 percen t  believe t h a t  a person accused of a c r i m e  should b e  able, wi th  
t h e  consent of t h e  prosecutor, t o  plead guilty t o  a lesser charge,  ensuring that 
he will r ece ive  some level  of punishment. (continued on Page 6) 
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Judicial Study Commission Meets In Tuscaloosa 

O n  Janua ry  12-13, 1984, t h e  
A labama  Jud ic i a l  S tudy  Commiss ion ,  
cha i r ed  by Chief  J u s t i c e  C .  C .  
Torbe r t ,  Jr., held i t s  annual  m e e t i n g  
at the Law C e n t e r  on  t h e  Uni- 
vers i ty  of A labama  campus .  

C r e a t e d  in 1971 by t h e  A labama  
L e g i s l a t u r e ,  t h e  Judic ia l  S tudy  
Commiss ion  is  a 32-member  body 
w i t h  m e m b e r s  f r o m  e a c h  of t h e  
t h r e e  b r a n c h e s  of gove rnmen t .  
I t s  m a n d a t e  is  to "continuously 
s tudy  t h e  judicial s y s t e m  of t h e  
s t a t e . . . and  a l l  m a t t e r s  r e l a t i ng  
d i r ec t ly  or ind i rec t ly  to t h e  adminis- 
t r a t i o n  of j u s t i c e  in A l a b a m a  
and m a k e  r ecommenda t ions  thereto." 

Following a w e l c o m e  by Dean  
C h a r l e s  W. Gamble ,  D e a n  of t h e  
Universi ty of A labama  L a w  School,  

J u s t i c e  Torber  t of f ic ia l ly  
Q:,"n':dned t h e  s t u d y  Commission.  

H i g h l i g h t s  of t h e  C o m m i s s i o n  
mee t ing  a r e  as follows: 

I. T h e  Commiss ion  approved  
Chief  J u s t i c e  Torber  t's r ecommenda-  
t ion for  e i g h t  new c i r c u i t  judge- 
ships. (See  New Judgeships Requested.) T h e  Commiss ion  a l so  approved t h e  r ecommenda t ion  
of Sena to r  Hank Sande r s  of S e l m a  t h a t ,  fol lowing t h e  f i l l ing of t h e  "cr i t ical ly needed" judge- 
ships, o the r  "needed" judgeships, such  as in t h e  4 t h  Judic ia l  C i r cu i t ,  b e  considered.  

2. As  a r e su l t  of t h e  pressing case load  at  t h e  S u p r e m e  C o u r t  and  t h e  C o u r t s  of Cr imina l  
and Civi l  Appeals,  t h e  Commiss ion  r e c o m m e n d e d  t h e  appo in tmen t  of a Task F o r c e  which  would 
m a k e  r ecommenda t ions  regard ing  t h e  r eo rgan iza t ion  of t h e  state appe l l a t e  c o u r t  sy s t em.  I t  
is t h e  consensus  of t h e  Commiss ion  t h a t  a n  app rop r i a t e  shor t - range  solut ion to t h e  ser ious  
case load  problem migh t  b e  adding  a p p e l l a t e  judges. 

3. T h e  Commiss ion  passed a reso lu t ion  regard ing  t h e  c r i t i c a l  need for  a new judicial building 
f o r  p re sen ta t i on  to t h e  Leg i s l a tu re  in o rde r  t h a t  a n  in-depth s tudy  migh t  b e  accompl ished  
within t h e  nex t  year .  

4. Proposed legislat ion which  would al low s h e r i f f s  t h e  opt ion  of using f i r s t  c l a s s  mai l  f o r  
s e rv i ce  of al l  w i tnes s  subpoenas  in l ieu of personal  del ivery,  unless  t h e  subpoena  is  issued 
during a t r ia l ,  or unless  t h e  reques t ing  p a r t y  express ly  r e q u e s t s  personal  de l ivery  in wri t ing,  
w a s  approved by t h e  Commission.  

() 5. By acc l ama t ion ,  t h e  Commiss ion  endorsed  i t s  suppor t  of t h e  proposed Alabama  Uniform 
P a r e n t a g e  A c t  at t h e  r e q u e s t  of D i s t r i c t  J u d g e  J o h n  P. Ol iver ,  Ta l lapoosa  County ,  P re s iden t  
of t h e  Juveni le  J u d g e s  Association. 

(Continued on Page 6 )  
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PRESIDING JUDGES MEET 

Chief Justice C. C. l a b e r t ,  Jr., and Allen L. Tapley, Administrative Director of Courts, 
met  with the presiding circuit  judges on January 18 t o  discuss administrative aspects of the 
unified judicial system. Among the topics reviewed were the proposed budget for FY 1984-85, 
the need for additional judgeships, a study of weighted caseloads, administration of indigent 
defense, and restitution. The presiding judges represent each  of the 39 judicial circuits. 

$ 

ALCOHOL LEVEL I1 DUI PROGRAMS PLANNED 

The United S ta tes  Congress in guidelines for states for drunk driver programs has required 
each s t a t e  t o  publish minimum standards for rehabilitation and t reatment  for people convicted 
of DUI. The Alabama Administrative Office of Courts (AOC) has circulated a draf t  of such 
standards t o  DUI C o w t  Referral Program agencies for comment prior t o  February IS, 1984. 
Soon a f t e r  that date,  another chapter will be  added t o  the DUI Program Procedure Manual 
outlining these minimum standards. The eventual outcome of these activities will be t o  provide 
district and municipal cow t s  with a statewide network of organizations providing long-range 
alcohol rehab and t reatment  for each individual convicted of DUI who indicates a problem 
with alcohol. This will include first  off enders so designated through clinical evaluation and 
all multiple offenders. Programs will be  self-supporting, Copies of the new chapter t o  the  
mama4 will be provided t o  each  court in the s t a t e  as soon as printed. 

I 
StriqpobDown Ctnclal Fund met Introduced (Continued from Page 1 ) 

t o  available revenues. Such a budget was introduced today in the House. 

"Attached, you will find a comparison of how your department will be affected under 
t h e  new proposed budget which will be necessary, unless the legislature changes i ts  posture 
and approves either the Governor's revenue proposal, or an alternative one." 

STATE GENERAL FUND BUDGET SUMMARY 

. FY 1983-84 FY 1984-85 FY 1984-85 
General Fund General Fund General Fund 

Agency Appropriations Gover,nor's Rec. Substitute 
Judicial 

Court of Civil Appeals $ 791,160 $ 890,000 $ 767,426 
Court of Criminal Appeals 1,243,209 1,270,000 1,205,9 13 
Judicial Inquiry Commission 73,511 75,000 7 1,306 
Supreme Court ' 3,047,524 3,300,000 2,956,098 
Unified Judicial System 46,703,220 4 7,800,000 45,302,123 

Total Judicial $ 51,858,624 $53,335,000 $50,302,866 

Chief Justice Twber t  jained the Governor's concern over funding of state agencies and 
departments. " W e  simply cannot provide normal or even adequate court services hext year 
if -our budgets a r e  reduced t o  the-amounts  in the new proposed g e M a l  fund budget," T w b w t  
said. @ 

The new budget does not  provide funds for any type of cost-of-living raise for s t a t e  em- 
ployees. The lack of growth projected in general fund revenues has put a ceiling on the total  
budget a t  around $475 million unless new sources of revewe a r e  enacted by the legislature. 
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Trial Judges Gather in Montgomery for Mid-Winter Meeting 

Alabama ' s  C i r c u i t  and  Di s t r i c t  J u d g e s  m e t  January  19-20 in Montgomery fo r  the i r  Mid- 
Winter Conference- - t  he f i r s t  c o n f e r e n c e  s ince  t h e  Leg i s l a tu re  appropr ia ted  funds  for  judicial 
educa t ion  a f t e r  a year  of only s top-gap mee t ings  on  c r i t i c a l  topics. Chief  J u s t i c e  C .  C .  
T o r b e r t  opened  t h e  c o n f e r e n c e  w i t h  a S t a t e  of t h e  Judic ia ry  address .  H e  commended  t h e  
judges o n  t h e  f i n e  job they  w e r e  doing in handling cases in a t ime ly  manner  and in being 
very  cost-conscious when app rop r i a t ed  funds  w e r e  reduced .  H e  noted  t h a t  while  t h e  number 
of jury t r i a l s  had increased  signif icant ly in 1982-83, juror c o s t s  w e r e  down approximate ly  
$40,000. 

'The educa t iona l  s emina r s  o f f e r ed  at t h e  c o n f e r e n c e  provided t h e  judges a wide  r ange  
of top ics  and f acu l ty .  J u d g e  Dominick Matranga  of Mobile discussed f a c t o r s  t o  consider  
in s e t t i n g  t h e  a m o u n t  of bai l ,  f o r f e i t u r e s ,  and sure t ies .  T h e  Admin i s t r a t i ve  P rocedures  A c t  
w a s  presented  by Montgomery  a t t o r n e y  Alvin T. Pres twood and John  Wilkerson, C le rk  of 
t h e  C o u r t  of Civi l  Appeals.  G e o r g e  Ea r l  Smi th ,  R e p o r t e r  of Decisions for  t h e  Supreme  Cour t ,  
discussed J u d g m e n t  ,Draf t ing  w h e r e  ques t ions  a r i s e  in  t h e  Appe l l a t e  C o u r t s  as t o  f ina l i ty ,  
i n t e n t  t o  ad jud ica t e ,  and m a t t e r s  ad judica ted .  J u d g e  John  K a r r h  of Tusca loosa  discussed 
Judic ia l  Immuni ty  and Liabi l i ty ,  par t icu lar ly  t h e  r e c e n t  cases aris ing in t h e s e  a r ea s .  

S ince  t h e  new DUI l aws  took e f f e c t  l a s t  s u m m e r ,  judges w e r e  anxious t o  know how they  
w e r e  being adminis te red  and ad judica ted .  'This session w a s  presented  by Montgomery  a t t o r n e y  
Tommy Kirk and Montgomery  Municipal J u d g e  C u r t i s  Springer .  A regular  f e a t u r e  of t h e  
Mid-Winter C o n f e r e n c e  is a n  u p d a t e  on civi l  law and procedures.  R e c e n t  Deve lopmen t s  in 
Civi l  P rocedures  w a s  p re sen ted  by R e t i r e d  C i r c u i t  J u d g e  J a m e s  Haley.  Cumber l and  Law 9 Professor  S a r a  Dominick C la rk  p re sen ted  R e c e n t  A labama  R e a l  E s t a t e  Decisions,  and Othe r  
I m p a c t  Decisions w a s  p re sen ted  by J u d g e  R icha rd  L. Ho lmes  of t h e  C o u r t  of Civi l  Appeals.  
J u d g e  Randal l  Thomas  of Montgomery  dlscussed how t o  u se  p re t r i a l  c o n f e r e n c e s  in c r imina l  
cases. T h e  discussion and ques t ions  w e r e  very  informat ive .  

O n  t h e  f ina l  day ,  t h e  sessions included 
Sa l e s  f o r  Division, presented  by J e s s e  
M. Wil l iams,  Montgomery  a t t o rney ;  a 
discussion of t h e  t w o  proposed Cr imina l  
Ru le s  which  b e c o m e  e f f e c t i v e  in March,  
conduc ted  by J u d g e  J a m e s  G a r r e t t  of 
Birmingham; and a session on  l aws  r e l a t i ng  
t o  an ima l s  and conse rva t ion  laws. These  
sessions w e r e  conduc ted  by J u d g e  La r ry  

(Continued on Page 6) 
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National Survey 
CITIZENS UNINFORMED ABOUT COURTS 
(Continued from Page 21 

"In light of these findings, i t  is  to our c r e d i t  that w e  in the Alabama Judiciary have long 
been involved in educating and informing the public abou t  our cour t  system," said Allen Tapley, 
Administrat ive Director of Courts. "We must, however, cont inue to increase our e f f o r t s  in 
th is  vi tal  area," s t a t e d  Tapley. 

If you would like a copy of t h e  repor t  as i t  in the Fal l  1983 S t a t e  C o u r t  Journal ,  
please c o n t a c t  Bill Campbell  at  t h e  Administrat ive 

Judicial Study Cornmisfitlh Meets in Twcaloosa 
(Continued frmm Page 3) 

6 .  A t  the reques t  of Senator Earl  F. Hilliard of Birmingham, the Commission supported 
adoption of a resolution which recognized the disparity in the number of black judges in the 
state's t r ia l  and appel la te  courts .  The Honorable Polly Conradi, c i r cu i t  clerk,  Jef ferson County,  
suggested t h a t  t h e  resolution should also r e f l e c t  t h a t  support  for more  women judges b e  includ- 
ed. The resolution i s  to be  d ra f t ed  and approved by the Commission for  even tua l  presentation 
to t h e  Governor, Lt. Governor, Chief Jus t ice ,  Speaker of t h e  House, and other  bodies involved 
in the judicial appointment  process. 

A t  t h e  conclusion of the meeting,  John S. Casey,  Esquire, of Heflin, w a s  e lec ted  vice  
chai rman,  and J a c k  C. Dixon was  e lec ted  to s e r v e  as t h e  Commission's secretary.  An execu- 
t ive  c o m m i t t e e  for  the Judicial  Study Commission w a s  se lec ted and included the following: 
Senator Ryan dec ra f fenr ied ,  Jr., Tuscaloosa; Representa t ive  Michael Onderdonk, Chatom; 
Judge  Richard Holmes,Jr., C o u r t  of Civil Appeals; and Judge  Rober t  E. L. Key, Presiding 
Judge, 35 th  Judicial  Circui t ,  Evergreen. 

Trial J-es Gattrer Ltl kkhtgomery far Mid-Winter Met- 
[Continued f rom Page 51 

Lapkovitch of Walker County and Judge  
George  Carpen te r  oof Colber t County 
wi th  the following Conservation Depar t -  
m e n t  officials  serving as panel  members: 
Commissioner John W. Hodnette;  Char les  
Kelley, Director of the Fish and G a m e  
Division; Legal Counsel J i m  Goodwyn; 
and Dalton Halbrook, Chief Enforcement  
Off icer  of the G a m e  and Fish  Division. 
Judge  Joe Barnard of Birmingham con- 
duc ted  t h e  final session o n  Contempt ,  
discussing the aspec t s  of both  civil 
and cr iminal  con tempt  and the l a t e s t  

Alabama cases dealing wi th  the subject. 

The  judges had a n  opportunity to tour 
prison fac i l i t ies  on  Wednesday af ternoon 
be fore  the conference  convened on Thurs- 
day. Commissioner F r e d  Smi th  arranged 
for the judges to see the induction cen te r ,  
S ta ton,  and t h e  Frank L e e  Youth Center .  

The nex t  conference  for t r ia l  judges 
is t h e  Spring Judicial  Courses  on April 
24-26 in Tuscaloosa. 

Your contr ibut ions  t0 Cbrrt News are - w e h m e ,  If you have a n  amusing anecdote ,  human 

please  contact Bill Campbell.  
* in te res t  s tory,  or technical  mater ia l  you wish to s h a r e  with o t h e r s  within t h e  court sys tem,  . 
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Clerks and Registers Mid-Winter Conference Held 

T h e  c l e r k s  and  r e g i s t e r s  held the i r  Mid- and d is t r ibu ted  a new Clerks and Registers 
Winter C o n f e r e n c e  on  Feb rua ry  2-3, 1984, Internal Control Guide. T h e  rlcw p t~b l i ca t i on  
in Dothan ,  Alabama.  G. l tonald Harwell ,  provides a n  in-depth d i s c u s s ~ o n  of the con-  
C i r c u i t  C l e r k  of Sumte r  Coun ty  and Pres i -  c e p t s  and  principles  of in te rna l  con t ro l  
d e n t  of t h e  C l e r k s  and R e g i s t e r s  Associa- as wel l  a s  spec i f i c  i n fo rma t ion  regard ing  
t ion,  convened  t h e  c o n f e r e n c e  which  w a s  i n t e rna l  c o n t r o l  in  t h e  c l e rks '  off ices .  
fol lowed by sessions o n  jury managemen t ,  I t  a l so  c o n t a i n s  a step-by-step model  t r ansac -  
in te rna l  f inanc ia l  cont ro l ,  post-convict ion t ion f low and  a c h e c k  l i s t  by which  c l e r k s  
a c t i o n s  and prisoner mail ,  and  appe l l a t e  c a n  d e t e r m i n e  if t h e r e  i s  a n  a d e q u a t e  
procedures .  l eve l  of i n t e rna l  c o n t r o l  in  t he i r  o f f ices .  

Any c o u r t  o f f ic ia l  o r  employee  who would 
T h e  c l e r k s  and  r e g i s t e r s  had the i r  juror l ike  a copy of the new guide  should c o n t a c t  

1Q t e s t e d  during t h e  juror m a n a g e m e n t  Oliver  Gilmore.  
session led by F r a n k  Gregory ,  D i r ec to r  
of t h e  S t a t e  Tr ia l  C o u r t  Ope ra t ions  Division The  p rog ram concluded  on  Fr iday  w i t h  
of t h e  AOC. 'The session cove red  top i c s  a session led by Linda  C. Breland, Ass is tan t  
s u c h  as s o u r c e  l is ts ,  juror qua l i f ica t ion  At to rney  Gene ra l ,  and  J o h n  I. Lazenby,  
a n d  s u m m o n i n g ,  o r i en t a t i on ,  u t i l i za t ion ,  C i r cu i t  C le rk  of E l m o r e  Coun ty ,  o n  post-  
voir d i r e ,  paying, e x i t  ques t ionnai res ,  and  convic t ion  a c t i o n s  and  prisoner  mail. 
juror s t a t i s t i c s ,  A t  t h e  coni3lusion, J u l i a  
T ran t ,  C i r c u i t  C l e r k  of Hous ton  County ;  T h e  a p p e l l a t e  p rocedures  session f e a t u r  - 

9. L. F o s t e r ,  C i r c u i t  C le rk  of Bibb County;  e d  Dorothy  F. Norwood,  Deputy  C le rk  
d S a m  Grice ,  C i r c u i t  C le rk  of Tal la-  of t h e  S u p r e m e  Cour t ;  Molly S. Jordon,  

d e g a  County ,  discussed t h e  jury m a n a g e m e n t  Clerk ,  C o u r t  of Cr imina l  Appeals; and  
p rog rams  in the i r  count ies .  J o h n  H. Wilkerson, Clerk ,  C o u r t  of Civi l  

Appeals.  J u l i a  L. T r a n t  mode ra t ed  t h e  
Oliver  Gi lmore ,  Ass is tan t  Di rec tor  of session. 

AOC Opera t ions ,  discussed in te rna l  c o n t r o l s  

JUDICIARY CERTIFICATE PROGRAM INAUGURATED 
BY THE ALABAMA JUDICIAL COLLEGE 

A t  t h e  Judges  Mid-Winter C o n f e r e n c e ,  
Chief  J u s t i c e  C. C. Torbe r t ,  Jr., announc- 
e d  t h e  in i t ia t ion  of a Jud ic i a ry  C e r t i f i -  
cate P r o g r a m  to r ecogn ize  judges w h o  
p a r t i c i p a t e  in and  s e r v e  as f acu l ty  for  
judicial educa t ion  meetings.  'The C e r  tif i- 
cate P r o g r a m  has  been  under  s tudy  by 
c o m m i t t e e s  of judges for  s e v e r a l  years .  
These  c o m m i t t e e s  de t e rmined  t h a t  1984 
w a s  t h e  yea r  fo r  t h e  Jud ic i a l  Co l l ege  
to l aunch  t h e  project .  

T h e  Judic ia l  C o l l e g e  will a w a r d  a c e r t i f -  
i c a t e  to a judge who c o m p l e t e s  a minimum 

100 hours  of i n s t ruc t ion  o f f e r ed  by  
@e C o l l e g e  at c o n f e r e n c e s  and  c o u r s e s  

wi th in  four  y e a r s  of en ro l lmen t ,  T h e  
Judges '  Educat ion  C o m m i t t e e s ,  respons ib le  
fo r  planning t h e s e  meet ings ,  will desig-  
n a t e  t h e  c o u r s e s  which  m e e t  t he i r  c r i t e r i a  
in  o rde r  fo r  t h e m  to c o u n t  t oward  ce r t i f i -  

cate requ i r emen t s .  Any judge who  s e r v e s  
as a f a c u l t y  member  and  p r e p a r e s  a hand- 
o u t  for  t h e  c o u r s e  will e a r n  double  t h e  hours  
c r e d i t  awarded  to t h e  par t ic ipant .  

Pa r t i c ipa t ion  in t h e  c e r t i f i c a t e  P r o g r a m  
i s  s t r i c t l y  voluntary.  A judge who  chooses  
to p a r t i c i p a t e  will i nd i ca t e  his in ten t ion  
by comple t ing  a n  en ro l lmen t  f o r m  and f i l ing 
i t  w i t h  t h e  Jud ic i a l  College.  T h e  Co l l ege  
will ma in t a in  a l l  of t h e  r e c o r d s  f ~ r  t h e  pro- 
g ram.  

I n t e r e s t  in t h e  Judic ia ry  C e r t i f i c a t e  P r o g r a m  
i s  very  high, based  o n  t h e  in i t ia l  number  
of judges w h o  have  f i led en ro l lmen t  forms.  
A t  p re s s  t i m e ,  119 judges have  enrol led.  
S i n c e  t h e r e  i s  no  dead l ine  fo r  enro l lment ,  
t h i s  number  i s  e x p e c t e d  to i n c r e a s e  w i t h  
e a c h  mee t ing  of t h e  judges. 
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The Alabama Judicial College sponsored an Education Conference for Municipal Judges 
on February 11-12 at Farrah Hall on the University of Allabama campus in Tuscaloosa. The 
conference was designed to offer continuing judicial education on timely topics for all Municipal 
Judges. Since the Judicial College is an agency approved by the State Bar Association for 
offering continuing education, CLE credit was earned by parficipation in the cuiaference. 

The pianning commitfee elected to deal with the practical aspects sf operating a municipal 
court when they selected the topics fur this conference. T k  inctudecl a session on proper 
courtroom &carurn that has been developed by Judge Eason Mitchell of Mmtevallo. Court 
observers presented a summary of tiheir obsehva~ms and pe7ceptiorrs of courts in operation. 
Judge Kenneth Ingram, Clrairman of the Judicial Inquiry Commission, gave a report from that 
commission. 

Various aspects of rnuniclpal couct operations were &ueFsed, including= Necessity of 
a Prosecuta,  Judge Rick J o h s o n ,  Leeds; Failure to Pay Fines a d  Court Costs, Judge Roy 
Hassel tine, Ragersviilty Forfeitures, Jadge Miles Huffstutler , Homew& Municipal Cow t 
Forms, Angeio T r i h i e ,  the Administraaive Office of Cow- a d  SentenSh, Jzrdge Alexander 
Smith, hemta,  A g m d  discussion of mwrklpal c o u t  p r o b b  was moderated by Judge 
Jack Low ther of Vestavia Hills.  Ar tins Parker, of the f h m  Parker Md Davsora, discussed Search 
Warrants. 

Since traffic cases comprise a lauge part of the &Act irr &pal c a r t s ,  Major Harold 
Hamrnond, Chief of the Driver License D i v h  of the Department of Mlic Safety, made 
a presentation on the N& a d  regda t ims  gamer* his dr?pa@mpaL M l p a l  judges also 
had an oppwtunity to prlowkk infanrpatiQn and opmjons to the Govermx's Task Force on Drunk 
Driving. 

Colrt C s--.MQit80 M m i m k t r a  CWhke. Thc tWmIkpLStratire Office requests that 
court officials fcfrwaad a capy of both ckcuit  and district court cakdats  far 1984 terms 
of cowt to Nancy L. Marochick. 

Semi-Antwa4 Rqmrt  on Cr#a & Ptrdff Camwas af SrbriP1 E t k s  Fmms for the semi-annual 
report on cases u matters under srabnissiern or &kmemt fn six m t h s  or longer have 
been rnaild by the Admimistrative Office to aW circuit, district, wd active retired judges. 
The current reparting p e r i d  covers 7/1/83 though  12/3L/83. T k  A h k i s t r a t i v e  Office re- 
quests that all trid judges i e t u n  their reports to M-p L, Ucrolchjak, 

Erru in Uanrrpl Em C m t  &pw@rxs. Lm CfirsVter V1 a4 Tra~laccipts and Format," 
pg. VII-2, d a M  &Wary 1, 19W, usvdrw LC., gcrrcrd icotims tcx w e a i  transcripts, 
the page size fcr transcripts is incorrectly sbwn M 6- 3 k k a  *ce that the correct 
page site far transcripts is 8-1/2 x 14 imks, as stated in Ruk 40, Rules of Judicial Adminis- 
tration (ARJA), c m e r n i n g  &scriptian of and f e e  f a r  translt;ripts. T k  specific wording in 
Rule 40, ARJA, is ",..each page! of the ript cd the pocee&slrlg which shall be on legal 
size papet cuntahing a minimum of M3 spaced W s  with margins ot no less than 364 
inches mx w e  than I insh an each side, 1-i/2 incks at tk sap and w k s s  than 1/2 inch 
nor more than B inch at the A famat f a r n  is prm&x4 i$vmjMk*iy following Rule 
40 in the Rules of Sudkial Admatistratian. 
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NEW DIRECTORS OF JUDICIAL COLLEGE FACULTY ASSOCIATION INSTALLED 

Four new m e m b e r s  of t h e  Board of 
D i r e c t o r s ,  A l a b a m a  J u d i c i a l  C:ollege 
Fat-uI t y  Association, w e r e  lnstal led by 
Allen L. Tapley,  Adminis t ra t ive  Direc tor  
of Cour t s ,  during t h e  regular  mee t ing  
of  t h e  Association, J anua ry  19, 1984, 
in Montgomery. The  new m e m b e r s  are:  
Douglas S. Webb, Presiding Judge ,  21s t  
Judic ia l  C i r cu i t ,  Brewton; C a y  M. Lake ,  
J r  ., Judge ,  D i s t r i c t  C o u r t  of Tuscaloosa 
Coun ty ,  Tuscaloosa; Doris  T. Turner ,  
Clerk ,  6 t h  Judic ia l  C i r cu i t ,  Tuscaloosa; 
and  Ju l i a  R. Ewing, Of f i c i a l  C o u r t  Repor t -  
e r ,  1 5 t h  Judic ia l  C i r cu i t ,  Montgomery.  
Se lec t ion  of m e m b e r s  t o  t h e  board of 
d i r ec to r s  i s  m a d e  by t h e  pres idents  of 
the i r  r e spec t ive  assoc ia t ions  and  s e r v e  
fo r  a t e r m  of o n e  year .  

Judge  C a y  M. Lake ,  Jr. ,  was  e l e c t e d  
Cha i rman  of t h c  I\oard of IJircc-tors, and  
J a m e s  E. Berry, Ass is tan t  D i rec to r ,  Alabama 
Judic ia l  Col lege ,  was s e l e c t e d  as Sec re -  
tary1Treasurer .  J u d g e  L a k e  r e p l a c e s  J u d g e  
A. Fa r re l l  McKelvey, D i s t r i c t  C o u r t  of 
Wilcox County ,  Camden ,  who served  a 
two-year  t e r m  as cha i rman  of t h e  board. 

T h r e e  addi t ional  m e m b e r s  s e r v e  o n  
t h e  board by v i r tue  of their  r e s p e c t i v e  
off ices:  C.  C. Torbe r t ,  Jr., Chief  Jus t i ce ,  
Supreme  C o u r t  of Alabama; Allen L. 
Tapley,  Adminis t ra t ive  Di rec to r  of Cour ts ,  
A d m i n i s t r a t i v e  O f f i c e  of Courts;  and  
Thelma Braswell,  D i rec to r ,  A labama  Judi -  
c i a l  College.  

Revised Alabama Judicial College Continuing Education Program Calendar f a  1984 

CHANGES: The dates for the New Judges Orientation Program have been changed from February 13-17 
to May 14-18 and ncw for dis t r ic t  judges only. 

The dates for the Official Court Reporters Annual C o n f e r e e  have been changed fran 
July 12-13 to  July 13-14. 

The dates selected for the Appellate Judges Annual Conference are Septenber 20-21. 
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